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SUMY
Authority to settle a disputed claim related to a special education student is

sought. The paries to ths recommended settlement are: Rhea A., a mior, the
Chafey Joint Union High School Distrct, the West End SELPA, and the Los
Angeles County Deparent of Menta Health ("DMH"). The issues relate to
mandated educational services and associated menta health services.

LEGAL PRICIPLES

Ths is a case involving special educational and mental health services to a
minor under state and federal law. The mior, though her mother, claimed that
the defendants denied Rhea A. her entitlements to certin special educationa and
menta health services. It is admitted by the defendants that general entitlements
are involved, with the dispute being over the extent thereof and related
compensation issues.

SUMY OF FACTS

Rhea A.'s mother, claiming violations of state and federal special
education and related mental health laws, placed her daughter in the Center for
Discovery, a private facility, from July 8,2003, though December 22,2003. In
addition, she commenced an admnistrative proceedig under these laws agaist
defendants, seekig specific relief and compensatory daages. The paries to ths
case met in the context of the admstrative proceedings and agreed on a

settlement to resolve their differences.

The paries agreed tht Rhea A.'s mother would be reimbursed for an

amount not to exceed $52,500 for the claims set fort in the admsttive
proceeding. DMH's share of the settlement was to have been $25,000, payable
within 90 days afer receipt of certn expense information. In addition, the
defendants agreed prospectively to conduct cert assessments, provide certn

services, and related activities.

Upon the execution of the settlement, and in anticipation of its
consumation, the administrative proceeding was dismissed. All elements of the
settlement have, in fact, been performed, except that DMH has not made its
payment to Rhea A.'s mother, as stipulated. Afer the time period for payment
lapsed, it was discovered tht, though inadvertence, DMH had neglected to
process the settlement to ths offce for finalization and payment.

At this point Rhea A.'s mother, who had incured debt and interest
regarding the amounts owig to her, retaned an attorney, Joyce Vega, to pursue
her debt from DMH. Ths offce became involved and entered into negotiations to
resolve the dispute. We have negotiated a final resolution of ths dispute for a
payment of $29,000 (i.e., $4,000 in addition to the original settlement).
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DAMGES

Had the paries not settled their differences, the compensatory damages
and related costs and fees, including attorney's fees, could well have far exceeded
the settlement.

STATUS OF CASE

As set fort above, the admnistrative proceeding has been dismissed and

all pars of the original settlement have been performed, with the exception of the
payment by DMH'

It should be noted tht ths settlement deals with allegations up to Januar
of 2004. We have been inormed tht Rhea A.'s mother is makg new allegations
for issues arsing subsequent to ths settement. These new allegations will be the
subject of a mediation between the paries, and a new administrative proceeding if
not resolved, but are not a par of the inst recommendation.

EVALUATION

Under the circumstaces of ths case, where the original settlement itself
was reasonable and has been cared out by all other paries, and where DMH,
through inadvertence, did not formalize the settement in a timely way, the
recommendation set fort herein is the most reasonable and responsible way to
resolve ths dispute. The Clais Board's favorable consideration of this

recommended settlement is respectflly requested by DMH.

APPROVED:

,j.. /. ~.L!

LEiL~ ithi¡g , ~
Assistat County Counsel

RK:if
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